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Compulsory Labor Law

When ' they passed  the Compulsory
Labor Law, Bulgaria s Agrarian leaders put
into practice, whether they Knew it or not,
one of William James™ strikingly  tertile
idens.
Squivalent  of

In his famous esgay on “The Moral

and window-washing, to road-building and
tunnel-making, to foundries and stoke-holes,
and to the frames of skyserapers, would
onr vilded vouths be dratted oft, accord-
inoe  to 1!11‘1;- choice, to get the childish-
ness knocked out jof them, and to come
back into society with healthier sympathies:
; and soberer

War,” publish-
19140,
Jﬂ“ll'!ﬁ wrote:

ed in

“If there were,
mstead of mili-
LTy  Conscrij-
tion, a cun-
seription of the
whole

youth-
ful population
to form for a
certain
ber of years a
part ot the
army  enlisted
against Nalire,

nim-

the injustice |of

gsome men having hothing elsé bae toil and
pain while others never ger a taste of
it] would tend to be evened ont, and
numerous other goods to  the eommon-
wealth would follow ... .. To coal and ivon
mines, to freight traing, to fishing fleets in
December, to dish washing, clothes-washing.

SENIONS ENJOYVING "LABOR WEEK

ideas. They
would have
paid their

blood-tax,
done their own
part in the im-
 memorial  hu-
man  warfare
agrainst nature;
they wounld
tread the earth
more proudly,
the women
would
them

value
more
highly, they
wonld be bet-
tor fathers and teachers of the following
seneration,”

There are no skvserapers and precious
few “gilded youths™ in  Bulgaria, but
James's main suggestion is universal in its
application. 8o far as we know, Bulgaria
has the honor of being the first nation



to put into operation a system which it
is not difticult to imagine other nations
following. when once standing armies,
barracks, and parade grounds have been ren-
tered as obsolete as bows and arrows or
the duel.

There are tour kinds of compulsory
labor in Bulgaria.

1. Of course the bulk of it is per-
formed by the young men previously
subject to army conseription.  The labor
conseripts  wear a uniform  of  shightly
ditterent color from that of the army and
a cap ol a little ditterent :-i|iu]m. Their
term of service is eight months:  which
may be divided by the government
Burean into two or more peripds.  For
example, this winter most of the laborers
were sent  home, only 3000 heing  kept
under tools (no arms), to look after various
buildings  and  establishments  connected
with the service, to prepare materials and
make general arvangements for the use-
fulness of their 30,000 comrades who will
be called out on April 1st. This spring
the men,awill be distributed as  follows:
for work under the Ministry of Roads
16,000 Ministry of Railways 7400 (work-
ing  on . road-beds alone);  Ministry  of
Agviculture 520; Ministry of Commerce
1080 other  Ministries and  forms  of
gervice 9000, including the clerical work
connected  with  the  compulsory  labor
service itself,  Desides  road-making and
tarming. the following industries have. heen
established,—the plants serving as training
schools for young men who wish to learn
the trades involved: a hrick f,actur}' at
Sofia, the product of which is used for
buildings: a shoe factory just begun at a
Iu*igh]ml'ing viilﬂgo, where it s l.".lc'plat'h'd
that the foot-wear used by the labor con-
seripts, the gendarmerie, and Bulgaria's

small volunteer army will be produced.
There isa fu{'tnr_',' fur clothing, which already

is turning out all the uniforms used by

the 40,000 gendarmes and the 35,000 labor
conseripts, (M course, the saving in cost
to the government on the garments is
emormons. In a certain forest district is a
saw mill which produces boards for public
buildings, ties for the state railways, and
telegraph poles.  There is also a furniture
tactory which turns out all the desks, cab-
inets of deawers, cupboards ete. used in
all the government offices of the country,
The tuel cut in the forest by the labor

conseripts is costivg the government this

winter 90 lers a cubic meter, while the
ordinary citizen of Sotin pays 400,

2, The compulsory labor of young
women is being tried out in eight large
cities as an experiment. The wirls are
selected from the wealthiest families, who
can support them, to serve their home
towns alone. The only equipment they
receive from the state iz an apron and a
paiv of sandals, They are used as assis-
tants in orphanages, hospitals, and similar
institutions.  Some  of  them  learn book-
keeping and typewriting in public officies,
thus acquiring a trade at the same  time
that they discharge their labor obligation.
In six large villages the experiment 18
being made of giving the girls courses in
hygiene, sewing, gavdening. bee culture,
ete. The village turnishes a room, heat,
light: the state supplies the teachers and
the necessary instruments, such as sewing
machines for / the sewing course. The
success of the plan where tried has ereated
a demand for such courses in other villages
far beyvond the ability of the government
to meet with the instructresses available.

4. The eompulsory labor of the men

above conseript age (the old army r-‘&ﬁurw_ﬂ}'



lastz 10 days each vear and is discharged
m their own mumeipalities.  Each munici-
pality plans a vear in advance. in con-
saltation with a specialist trom the Labor
Burean., on  what kind of impravements
to use’ the men available for ten days,
Astonishing results already have heen
attained in improving village streets, link-
ing up villages with main highways by bits
of inacadam-road. and introducing sewerage.

4. Behool children and students have
one week ot compulsory labor in the
autumn and one in the spring. Under the
oversight of teachers they elean and dis-
infeet school buildings. elean up and adorn
stiteh
library books. and put things in order in

the :_{PUHII[]& up loose leaves ot

general. They also ave used in public

parks and other municipal institutions.

Labor Week

The last ot the four classes of comn-

mlzory labor desertbed  in the preceding
i : g

article '|,-||'u-.'i1|||~:-' tor  a fridova  seduiitsa
Labor Week) an every school in the
conntry twice 111|ri||5; the ﬂl‘illlull—lﬁ.'l':-lr._ e
once m the antumn and avain in  the

spring. During  Labor Week all regular
school lessons are suspended, the pupils
don their working clothes, and torm in
_*_rl'l”.l'l]-!'\'- l'll]{ll"'r lII'I" I1"rl1||‘|'!'i-l|'li il |l1' ”Ii"i'l_' '“":“':ll-
Prece-
school

ers for wvarions pieces of work.

denen 18 ?_[i\'l‘ll to work' on the
grounds or in the buoildings, but there are
always some groups employed outside the
The

ordinarily work four hours in the morning

school  on wanicipal  work. pupils

with a
The “week”

:'I.IHI four |!Iullr.-i i!l I'!'I{‘.' i-lft{"'l'lllbl'l'rl.

two-hour recess for lunch.

COTTAGE

GRS

LAYING
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A EUFPFLY OF WOOh



consists of five working davs and a sixth
day for rest.

We have had four Labor Weeks in
the two vyears since the law came nto
force. During these
have laid out grounds and built walks,

tridovas, the ]rir_kﬁ

removed  rubbisl,

fences,

cleaned the
painted
stone, cut down and trimmed trees, sawed

campus,
buildings, built broken
and piled wood, and made some repairs, —
all on the school premises. Outside,
they have cleaned sivects, doug  ditches,
u'n;‘keql in the State forestry nursery, and
dug thousands of loles on a near-by hill-
gide for setting out young trees.

Or take the activines of our grls

While

some groups cleaned the buildings, others

during last fall's  fridova alene.
were tidyving the yard. Another group
cleaned the church building. Still another
worked on the grounds of the eity hospi-
tal. One group carried stone some distance
for a new wall around the Protestant
cemetery. The girls in the VII and VIII
class cottage cleaned out the woodshed,
dug new gardens, and put up the winter's
supply ot fruits and vegetables.

The City Council has already request-
ed Mr. Ostrander to

boys as he can spare during the spring

furmsh as many

frivfora to set out young trees on the
hill-sides, the city supplying the instru-
ments.  Thus  school and town eo-
oparate.

In most schools the day’s work ends
folk danee,
ain which all join hands in a long row;
winds in and out to the weird
music ot fiddle, flute, and drum, or the

rhythmic  hord

with a Jdord, the national
which

melodies  sung by the
dancers themselves.

Does it Pay?

In the fall of 1903. when the Turks
were burning Bulgarian villages in northern
Macedonia, and the population of Belitsa,
1600 strong, had tled a day's Journey
thru the monntains to Samokov, in free

Bulgaria, an  intelligent-looking  peasant
appeared at the office of the principal of
the American School, accompanied by two

fourteen vear old boys. Having lost home

NIHIHI.A. ALEXIEY [(STANDING)

and property, he was determined, if possible,
to prevent the greater catastrophe ot loss of
education for [is son and nephew, whose canse
he pleaded so ably that the principal had the
courage to accept them just as they stood,
with ouly the clothes they had on, agreeing
to meet their expenses for the first year.



Their story, and the way they improved
the opportunity given them, persuaded
American friends to meet their fees thruout
the course, at the end of which Nikola
Todorov returned to his district, where he
has since been a useful citizen, and Nikola
Alexiev, who held the highest record for
scholarship ever attamed in our  school,
entered the National University in Sofia.

During his first year there he was
mstrumental in inviting Dr. John R. Mott
to the university and assisted in the organ-
ization of the Student Y. M. €. A, becoming
its first secretary, and from it he was the
delegate the same year to the World Student
Conterence in Constantinople, and the
following year to the Student Volunteer
Conterence in Liverpool. The outbreak of
the Balkan war in 1912 interrupted hiz
studies and he enlisted as a volunteer in
the First Macedonian Division.

Finally completing lis chosen course
ot  Literature and Philology in  the
summer of 1915, he was compelled by the
entrance of Bulgaria into the Great War,
in the fall of that year, again to bear
armg tor more than three vears. During
the latter. part of that time, as a corres-
pondent from the front, he published a
series of articles on military life, and a
number of poems, later collected in a. small
volume. During that time he was looked
at askance by some because of his position
that  Bulgaria’s attitude was contrary to
Ler own interests. When released from
service he married a lormer student of the
Girls” School, who had completed the
university  course in mathematics, and
together they returned and taught here
for three vears.

Mr. Alexiev's admirable work in the
schools, the eagerness with which he was
listened to by the students, his grasp of

their needs, and his realization of the great
opportunity hitherto neglected in the schools
of the country, all combined to ;make
him the fit person to assume the work
of General Secretary of the Y. M. C. A.
for all  Bulgaria,
He suceeeded  in
obtaining  for the
tirest time the
sanction  of  the
Ministry of Educa-
tion for such work,
and has established
branches of the
Assoctation in  the

High Schools  of
the principal cities,
the tull fruition of
which ean be known only as the years

ME  ALEXIEV

go on. While we parted from him with
deep regret, we feel that he is released
for work in o wider field, and that the
youth of the whole country will be the

richer for our loss.

Books for Boys

Dr. Frank Crane says somewhere that
at the end of every month a truck draws
up at lis back door and carts oft the super-
tluons books which his library has aceumu-
lated during the month. He evidently
believes that one’s library, like one’s hody,
should be kept *fit” by reducing all super-
fluous matter. We think there is much
sound sense in the idea, but we have another
.-_tu;{;__{':*:gl?uu to make as to how to et rid of
supertfluous books besides selling them for
old paper. Which is, in short, to wrap them
up and send them to our school Knglish
library.

Thiz “library,” the aceumulation  of
gifts from two generations of missionaries,



contains about 500 volumes. of which a
works,

Yon can

;_mnil two-thirds  are []Il.‘ll]l.rf_ﬁ(f:ll
dating ‘back anywhere to 1830,

perhiaps imagine how enthusiastic our boys
wax over Hodge's “Systematic Theology,”
Schatt’s  “Creeds of and
Peloubet’'s Sunday  School Notes for the
past thirty vears! Even among the few
non-theological books, the rattling good
bovs' authors—Scott, Stevenson, Kipling,
Conan  Doyle, Fenimore Cooper, Ernest
Fhompson Seton, G. A, Henty, U, C, Coltin,
Rider Hageard, Jack London, and others—
are conspicious by their -~ absence. :

Christendom.”

Up to two vears ago, betore English
was made the prominent subjeet on our
program that it is today, this lack was not
acutely felt: onr young people patronized
the Bulgarian books in the library, and
lett the English works on th{_‘nlﬂ;_"}‘ leather-
ing dust and dignity on the shelves. Now,
however, there isa real demand for English
reading matter. A frequent question on the
campus now is, “Has Boy's Life come yet?”
or, “When will Popular Mechanics come?”
Recently a  dozen second-hand hooks
acquired by the schcol were snapped up
by the boys within ten minutes. The demand
for English reading has “avrived.™ The
gupplv, however, is wofully insufficient,
The school has a very modest “appropria-
tion” for the purchase of new books, but
this is  totally inadequate to supply the
growing demand.

And so, gentle 'reader. those young
peoples’” books, short stories, tales of adven-
tute, travel, and history, nature-books, and
bound magazines which have served your
children so well, and which now perhaps lie
neglected up in the attic or on some half-
forgotten shelves. — would you not like to
see’ them brought back into the current of
usefulness, and actively circulating among

yvoung people who would enjoy them to
the full? Won't you look them over agaim
and see which ones you eould spare ? Marlk
“For the English Library,” and send to
the American  School for Boys, Samokoy.
Please write your name on the outside of
the package. We shall he glad to acknow-
ledge every hook received. Let's see how
attractive a boys' library  we can  build
up by the end of this school year.

Russian Scholarships

In the spring of 1921, Professor Thomas
Whittemore of Cambridge came to Samokov and
asked Mr. Osteander if, their support being pro--
vided for, we could take in some Russian refu-
gee boys and girls, The answer was that we could.
Professor Whittemore is a well-known archeo-
logist, who, during the war especially, extended
his interests to relief work in the Near East. Per-
haps he has done more fur the Russiaus than for
any other peaple.

This year there are 18 Russians in the two
schools.  Most of them are capable, industrious,
and atteactive in iwrm}llu]il_\'. ]':vPr:a; hul'l,' and girl
has an interesting story to tell of his flight from
the Bolsheviks. Here are two.

Toward the end of the Great War, when
Vsevolod Pa-
tronov was 16
years old, he
was in a mili-
tary school in
Poltava in the
Ukraine with
200 other bovs
between  the
ages of 8
and 20, At the
news that the
Bolsheviks
were  coming,
the w |1::IIE
school — offi-
cersand cadets

'ﬂw

—removed

VEEVOLOD PATRONOV



tn Viadikavkas, in Georgia, where they remained
for two months. Then the approach of the Bol-
sheviks again foreed a hasty departure. They
set out on foot for Miskhet, 250 kilometers dis.
tant. Heavy snows made the walking difficulr,
so that the smaller boys fell behind, Cireassian
bighwaymen steipped them and left them to per-
ish with the cold. About a hundreed suffered
sueh a fate. The survivors continuned their jour-
uey partly by train and partly by boat to Yalta,
a Crimean port. They had no more than begun
their studies when the Bolsheviks onee again ap-
peared.  The boys and their teachers managed 1o
get on oa freighter, which threatened to  capsize
during a storm in the middle of the Black Sea.
But alter three days of exposure and panie, they
arrived in Constantinople, where for a week they
were fed and cared for by English relief workers.

By good chanee Vsevolod met his  mother
and sister at one of the big Turkish bath honses,
His school companions left Constantineple by
boat, eventually settling down to routine in a
military eamp in Serbia. Vsevolod, with his
mother and sister, came to Sotin to be  with the
father who had preceded them; but soon the
ditficulty of procuring tood mude it necessary for
Vsevolod to rejoin his companions in  Serbia,
There he stayed two vears, enduring the hard-
ships of eamp life and subjected to striet  disei-
pline. Last summer he walked all the way from
Nish to Sofia to see his parents. Hearing ot our
school, he applied for admission, and after a
satisfactory examination, was admitted.

In 1918,
Aralyn  Vesen-
kovan, the
davghter of
an officer
under the old
recime, Was
living with
Ler parents in
Moscow, The
report of the
nearness of
the Bolshivik
army made it
imperative for
the family to
leave. Permis.

GALYA VESENKOVA

sion to ride on a |m.-|.]1it:1| train (in reality a cattle-
car) was granted to Mr. Vesenkov and Galya because
of their il health, but the mother had to remain bo-
hind., What of their most valuable possessions they
eould, they took with them. Arriving at Kerch,
Ihr}' were {ortunste enouzh to find |||.'I['(‘.-t for
themselves on a small Black Sea steamer. and for
their posscssions in a tiny boat, tied on behind,
which esontained also 12 officers and 150 soldiers,
Tltl'_ﬁ.‘ bl EI[‘UI'I'I‘.III.'II no rreat ilistanece, when, fop
lack of fucl. they had to put into port. On ap-
proaching the town of Toapse, however, they found
In order to make
a guicker escape, the captain eut loose the small
hoat. The Vesenkovi  were left without a
thing in the world exeept  what was on their
]J-Cl["k.".
of furniture having fallen into the hands of their

the Bolsheviks in [rssession,

their ji"ﬂ'-r|.~'_ clothes, and the few pieces

anemies,

Eventually they aerived at Sochi. Thers
t]lr'_\.' remained in o sanastorium for one Veur, after
which the father returned to the wrmy, sl ”.u]}'u.
wis put wto a hoarding schosl in - Kerch, The
next spring the news of the approach of the
Bolsheviks made the whole sehool |:'u*k up i
haste and flee to Tu:l|1ﬁl.‘l. Whii']l_. sinee the boat
episode, had been evacuated by the Bolshevika,
There the girls spent a wretehed summer without
sufficient clothes or food, which they had  aban-
doned in their haste to leave Kereh, Tn the au-
futher  caome to zet her, and
together for months they wandered from place

tumn  Galva's

to place, always teying to get out of reach
of the Bolshoviks, At last they came to Bulzaria,
and Galya was admitted to our sehool in the fall
of 1921, Dwring the tollowing Christmas vacation,
the mother, who had made her escape, surprised
Galya with a visit. Mrs, Vesenkova, not realizing
liow her danghter had grown, brought her adoll
and numerous childish playthings.
cause hard and harrowing experiences had cheated
hier out of the joys of “playing house” when she
wis at the proper age, she enjoyed her doll ull
the more when it did eome.

Perhaps  be-

Covrreclion
H_;; the  imadecrtent  omission of a #Eufdﬂ
geibenee tn ony lost tgsue, Dy, ﬂym!}.‘rm iy aiufe
fo establish the Awmerican School fov (Fivls in Sofia,
instead of at Stara Zagora. The school has never
feen lovated e Sofia. From Stara Zagora i wos
vemoted diretly fo  Samokor,



News Nofes

The Sport Club has marked out a basketball
court, and is introdveing the game to our hoys.
W @ &

The young Bulgarian poct, K. Konstantinoy,
gave two lectures in the study hall of the Boys’
Behool, the first on the Russian writer, Dostoev-
ski, and the second on the New Russian Poetry.

= & &

Miss Agnes Baird of Sofia, who was the
Mission delegate to the Womans' International
Conference for Peace at the Hague in December,
reported on its work to the full student body,
and made a powerful appeal for the spread of
the Peace Movement and the abolition of war.

I

On Washington's Birthday our schools sent
over a deputation of seven to join the Sofia col-
ony in celebrating the day at a delightful tea
given by Mrs. Kemper, the wife of our Consul.
Some of us had time the next morning to inspect
the Trade School that has bheen opened for 300
Russian refogees by the American Y. M C A,

own

“The Torch of Calture”
a pageant written and staged by a graduate of
the Girls' School, and given for the citizons of
Samokoy by the members of the ¥ W. O
for the benefit of neeldy Russian students: In oa
geries-of cight vividly interesting scencs was por-
trayed the advanee of eivilization from primitive
times to the highly eomplicated life of today.
The detailed and careful work of the rirls in
the presentation was rewarded by the enthusiatie
approbation of the audience which witnessed it

o+

At the elose of the Jobilee Week which
had celebrated the 65th anniversary of the first
dramatie performance in Bulgarvia, and the 15th
snniversary of the laying of the corner-stone of
the fine National Theater in Sofia, oceurred the
disastrous fire which destroyed the whole interior
of the handsome building — the ounly one of its
kind in the country — leaving only a blackened
shell. This loss to the pation is keenly felt, and
voluntary subscriptions sre coming in from all
over the eountry towared a fund for its restoration

) #o# @ :

On the 10th of March the sehool Temper-

ance Society arranged for a public concert in

wis the name of

the :Hsrmhl}r hall of the Boys' Sehool for the
purpose of raising funds for careving on its cam-
paign to close the saloons of the town, The
musie was of an unusually high order, the program
vonsisting in part of Chaikovaki's “Chanson Triste”
and selections from Wagner's “Diec Walkiire” by
the orchestra, a Berceuse by Chopin, and Rakh-
maninov’s “Polichinelle” played on the piano by
Miss Marika Dobrovska of the Senior elass,
Grieg's “Sonata ¥ 27 for piano and violin played
by Mr. Goncharov and Lazar Vankov 24, and a
medley of Bulgarian folk-songs sung by the V elass
mixed chorus. all of which was enthusiastically
received.

#* 98

In the recent municipal election csmpanign,
the Samokov Communists pledged themselves to
close the city’s seventy saloons, if returned to
power, They won, and have taken the necessary
legal steps to carry out their pledge. Bulgarian
law permits a referendum on the elosing question,
provided it is petitioned for by one tenth the pop-
ulation of a city or village, and that this peti-
tion is backed by another signed by a certain
percentage of actual voters, In the years of pre-
liminary temperance agitation, our schools have
played an active and honorable part. Prineipal
Ostrander has been aneffective temperance lecturer,
and the student orcanizations have worked hard.
For the tour weeks preceding the referendum,
our sehool society united with one from the eity
in publishing a weekly paper named “Sunrise.”
A society composed of former students in our
Girls’ Sehool took the lead in securing the needed
number of signatares to the first petition, and the
refendum was held on March twenty-fifth. On the
afternoon before the referendum, the soicties
with their sympathizers paraded the strects with
songs and banners, Hoally guthering in the publie
square, where hundreds of people listened to a
powerful speech by Mr. Alexiev, who had come
from Sofin for the oceasion. The Communist
leaders brought their followers in line for elosing,
and on this issue they were supported by many
non-communists, so that the splendid result was
achieved of voting down the saloon by a majority
of five to one, thus making Samokov the first
city of the kingdem to accomplish this by pop-
ubar vote, 4
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