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In answer to the requests of scholars engaged in research
in this field, Prof. Yigael Yadin here presents a preliminary
publication of the original Hebrew fragments of the Apocryphal
Book of Wisdom of Ben Sira found during his recent excava-
tions at Masada on the shores of the Dead Sea. Scholars are
now provided with the full contents of the fragments,
accompanied by photographs and a preliminary deciphering,
as well as annotations and a restoration of the text.
The Masada Scroll is the earliest MS of the Book

ever found and is probably identical with the
original version as written by Ben Sira himself. »
These several chapters confirm the authenticity

of the Cairo Genizahb versions and are 'basically
identical’ with them; several verses not

contained in the Hebrew of the Genizah MSS are here
given for the first time in their original language.
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“When Masada was thus taken, the general left a garrison in the fortress

to keep it, and he himself went away to Caesarea; for there were now no
enemies left in the country, but it was all overthrown by so long a war.” With
these words Josephus Flavius brought to a close the ancient history of
Masada, that most unique and outstanding Jewish stronghold on the shores
of the Dead Sea. Prof. Yigael Yadin, of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem,
has reopened that history during two seasons of excavations, and now reveals
its general features to the public — scholars and laymen alike — in this
preliminary report, necessitated by the extreme abundance of finds which
will require several more years’ work till final publication. Here are the
palaces, storerooms, houses, fortifications, coins, weapons, clothes, books,

pots and pans, and —indeed —the very remains, of the besieged heroes

of Masada who perished by their own hands in 73 A. D.

To: THE ISRAEL EXPLORATION SOCIETY, P. 0. Box 7041, Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Sirs:
Please accept my order for
copies of The Ben Sira Scroll (Ecclesiasticus) [from Masada,
by Yigael Yadin, at $6.00 or £ 2/2/—per copy, including handling.
—_copies of Masada by Yigael Yadin, at $4.00 or £ 1/10/0 — per copy,
including handling.
Enclosed herewith is the sum of to cover this order.
Date Sincerely,
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