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Dr. Erol Atalay *

Erol Atalay, who died at a comparatively young age, was born at the
Figani village belonging to the province of Corum. He graduated from the
Archaeolegy Departinent of the Ankara University, In 1963. After the military
service he was appointed an assistant of the Ephesos Archaelogical Museum in
1966. During the ensuing period he also served as Government Representative to
the Xanthos and Ephesos excavations. After having got a scholarship from the
Austrian Government he began to work on his doctorate in the Archaeology
Department of the University of Vienna where he completed his thesis on the
subject of "Clothed Female Statues Produced in Ephesos During the Second
Century A D.". Then returning to Turkey, he resumed his work ai the Ephesos
Museum. One year later he was appointed an assistant of the Department of
Classical Archaeology of the Erzurum University. In 1980, he returned to the Ege
University where he worked until his death.

E.Atalay's main field of specialization was funerary steleae. In the
course of his work at Ephesos he not only located the Hellenistic cemetery of the
city. but also identified some ateliers of gravestones on the basis of the material
unearthed during the Austrian excavations. Beside his work of many years as a
member of the excavations at Ephesos, in 1985 he began to excavate the ancient
Notion; but he unfortunately could continue this work for only three seasons.

* This informatjon has been summarized from the obituary published by 0.Ozyigit in
Belleten LHI {1989}, 969-75 logether with a complete list of his publications which we
give below.
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