AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMIS-
SIONERS FOR FOREIGN
MISSIONS.

IMPORTANT FACTS CONCERNING
_ UNITED STATES CUSTOM HOUSE
REGULATIONS.

It is necessary for missionaries when
returning to America to bring more or
less baggage. These goods are usually
household or personal effects which
have been in their possession not less
than one year, and are for that reason
not duﬁable, but in addition to these
goods there frequently are articles which
are subject to duty.

We have learned by experience that
the requirements of the United States
Custom House are practically unknown
to many of the missionaries. There-
fore, in making preparations to return
to the United States they fail to meet
these requirements, and the result is de-
lay and difficulty in entering their
goods.

By a recent regulation no owner or
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agent interested in the goods is per-
mitted to be present while they are
under inspection; hence the lack of
necessary facts renders the work of the
agent exceedingly difficult. Not hav-
ing the proper list of contents and val-
nes there must be more or less uncer-
tainty in making the entry, and no op-
portunity is given later for explanation
while the examination is being made.
Taking into account the great
amount of time consumed in passing
miscellaneous dutiable goods through
the Custom House, with the attendant
expense, and the time taken in distriis-
uting the same, and collecting duties
and other expenses, of a great number
of persons, the desirability of sending
such articles to any considerable ex-
tent is questionable. It not infrequent-
ly occurs that when the work at the
Rocoms is so pressing that an hour can
il be spared, it requires a considerable
part of one, two or three days to pass a
lot of miscellaneous goods through the
Custom House. Then the freight
charges, duties, fees, etc., on each ar-
ticle must be reckoned, letters written,
and the articles distributed to various
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parties indicated. The expenses are
usually to be collected, in part, of the
persons to whom the goods are sent,
the rest to be charged back through the
ireasurer of the Board, to one or sev-
eral missionaries.

Small and inexpensive articles, as
personal gifts to friends, come best
with someone who is coming home.
If the amount is small, they are fre-
quently passed without duty.

To overcome, if possible, some of
these difficulties, we have carefully pre-
pared a concise statement of the re-
quirements of the United States Cus-
toms, and we submit it with the hope
that all persons when arranging to re-
turn to this country will give it careful
perusal.

Whenever practicable, send ship-
ments to Boston instead of New York.

Consign goods to ‘“The American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions,” instead of consigning to
some individual, and mark boxes “A.
B. C. F. M.” or some other short mark.

All Custom House business should
be addressed to the Treasurer of the
American Board.



An nvoice must be made for all
shipments to the United States, and if
shipment is over $100 in value a Con-
sular Invoice must be made. If goods
come direct to Boston, the shipping
agent should have three copies of the
Consular Invoice. If, however, they
are sent to some other port for trans-
shipment to Boston, there must be four
copies- One of the copies is sent to the
consignee with Bill of Lading and other
papers by the shipping agent. He will
be intelligent as to the disposal of the
remaining three.

If value 1s $100 or less a Consular In-
voice will not be needed.

In making invoice itemize all articles
in each case and show separate value
for each article, also state the material
the articles are composed of so that a
proper rate of duty may be assessed.
Write only on one side and not very
fine, leaving some margin on the right
hand side.

Invoices of articles actually pur-
chased must state the actual cost of
such articles packed ready for shipment
to the United States, but must not be
less than market value in the principal
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markets of the country from which ex-
ported. If obtained otherwise than by
purchase then the value would be the
price you would receive if the article
was freely offered for sale to all pur-
chasers in the principal markets of the
country from which exported when
packed ready for shipment.

If goods are undervalued there is a
fine on the total value of one per cent
for every one per cent that value is

raised, and if raised over fifty per cent
goods are seized.

For goods coming under the free
list we quote from the United States
Tariff hand book containing the Tariff
Act of 1897, as follows :—

Sec. 2. Art. 504.—Books, libraries, usual and
reasonable furniture, and similar house-
hold effects of persons or families from
foreign countries, all the foregoing if ac-
tually used abroad by them not less than
one year, and not intended for any
other person or persons, nor for sale.

Sec. 2. Art. 607.—Wearing apparel, articles of
personal adornment, toilet articles and
similar personal effects of persons arriv-
ing in the United States; but this ex-
emption shall only include such articles
as actually accompany and are in use
of, and as are necessary and ap?ropri-
ate for the wear and use of such
persons, for the immediate purposes of
the journey and present comfort and
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convenience, and shall not be held
to apply to merchandise or articles
intended for other persons or for sale:
PROVIDED, That in case of residents
of the United States returning from
abroad, all wearing apparel and other

- personal effects taken by them out of the
United States to foreign countries shall
be admitted free of duty, without regard
to their value, upon their identity being
established, under appropriate rules and
regulations to be prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury.

Personal effects not coming with the
passenger are dutiable, but if a good
reason for not so coming is given they
would doubtless be passed free.

A resident of the United States re-
turning thereto is entitled to bring
with him, free of duty, personal effects
taken abroad by him as baggage, pro-
vided they have not been remodelled
or improved abroad so as to increase
their value, and in addition thereto,
articles purchased or otherwise ob-
tained abroad, of a total value not ex-
ceeding $100. Such articles may be
for the use of the person bringing
them, or for others, but not for sale.

The $100 clause does not apply to
goods that do not come with' passenger..

To secure Household and Personal
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Fffects free the owner must fill out and
make oath to certain blanks after ar-
rival in the United States, also make
cath to the value of the dutiable goods.

Without such papers the goods must
remain in the bonded warehouse on
storage or be passed as dutiable.
Goods go into storage forty-eight
hours after arrival if entry is not made.

It is therefore necessary for a party
having such goods en route, immedi-
ately upon his arrival to put himself
into communication with the person or
agent to whom his goods are con-
cigned.

In packing goods be careful, so far
as possible, to place dutiable goods by
themselves and indicate to the agent
the case in which they are contained.
A list should be kept in duplicate, one
to be sent to the agent, the other for
personal reference. This list should
state the value of each separate article.

When goods are shipped, mail to the
agent a Dill of lading, a consular in-
voice and a statement of the contents
and value of each package. Tt is well
in the case of rugs to sew a piece of
cloth to each rug, giving name of
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owner and size of the rug. In meas-
uring rugs the fringe should be in-
cluded. '

It is very important that the agent
have this Bill of Lading and Consular
Invoice before the arrival of goods.
Without them no goods can be taken
from the Custom House. Impress this
fact on the party employed to make
your shipment; failure to do this may
result in great inconvenience and ex-
pense to you and annoyance to us.

Upon your arrival in this country
you should put yourself into immedi-
ate communication with the agent to
whom your goods are consigned, and
he will send you three Custom House
forms to be signed before a Custom
House official or a mnotary public.
These papers are known as “Declara-
tions,” and by them vou declare the
dutiable goods, values, etc., and also
make oath to the fact of articles hav-
ing been in your possession for one
year previous to your leaving the
country.

Boston, Mass.
March 1, 1904.



