


REPORT FROM THE NEAR EAST

A pipeline from the Middle Easc to Europe 15 en-
visioned in engineering reports released recently by
Stephen D). Bechtel, president of the Bechtel Corpora-
tion. The project would pipe natural gas a distance of
2,500 miles ar an initial cosc of $425,000,000,

MNatural gas from such a source would cut European
fuel costs in many cases to less than halt their present
levels, the reporte said.

The proposed route from the Middle East to France
would run from Kirkuk in Iraq across Turkey, under
the Bosphorus near Istanbul, and then proceed through
northern Greece o Yuogoslavia and Trieste. From there
it would cut across northern Iraly, pass through the Alps
to Austria, southern Germany and on tw Paris. Branch
laterals about 300 miles long would connect the in-
dustrial centers of Erope.

For the first 1,800 miles the line would use thircy-
four and thirey-six pipe; for the last 700 miles, tweney-
four and ewenty-six inch pipe. It would require hifteen
COMPressor STAtons.

The Becheel company has engineered and built
9,000 miles of oil and gas pipelines in the United States,
Canada, South America and the Middle East. Becheel
International buile 854.4 miles on the eastern side of
the 1,068 rrans-Arabian pipeline which goes trom the
Arabian o1l fields on the Persian Gult to Sidon, Lebanon.

Premier Mohammed Naguib of Egypr and the dele-
gares of the Sudanese independence parties signed an
agreement late in October containing a joint program
for the furcher political development of the Sudan. This
agreement represents the successful conclusion of che
effort begun early chis year o reach an understanding
with the Sudanese political groups. The issue, essentially,
has been the terms on which the Sudanese and the Egyp-
tians could ger together w propose a regime for the
Sudan during the period until the Sudan votes one way
or the other o determine what ic own future will be:
Independence or some link with Egypr or possibly the
Brinsh Commonwealth,

Imporeant elements of the pact are: The Sudanese
will have the right to proclaim the Sudan an independent
country withour any connection whatsoever with either
Britain or Egypr if they so choose, the decision w be
preceded by a period of home rule; the home rule period
will enable the Sudanese to pave the way for full self-
derermination.

Home rule must be established by December 31 this
year, and the agreement specifies that self-determination
should take place not later than December 31, 1955,

There was hope, albeit no feeling of certainty, in
British circles thae che agreement would be a prelude
o understanding between Britain and Egypr.

After many threats abour breaking diplomatic re-
lations wicth Bricain, Iran’s Premier Mohammad Mossa-

(2]

degh finally severed the ties which had bound the two
countries since 1859, The Swiss Governmene will pro-
tect British interests in Iran and the Sweedish Govern-
ment will look after Iranian affairs in Britain,

A succession of advisers has gone o Iran, pre-
sumably to offer suggestions on shoring up the country’s
tenuous economy. Hjalmer Schache, the German econo-
mist, spent a short tume in Tehran in the early fall.
Later representatives of the Krupp Company visited the
Seven Year Plan Organization in Iran. (German ad-
visers and technical assistants have always been popular
in Iran.) Camille Gurr, Belgian economic expert, and
five assistants went o Tehran early in November. Mr.
Gutr made his trip under the auspices of the United Na-
tions technical assistance program,

Marguerite Higgins, writing in The New York
Herald Tribane recently from Tehran, said thar the
Shah's job seems secure, and that he will noc be the
next Middle Eastern monarch to lose his throne, despite
current rumors, Miss Higgins wrote thac this assurance
came from Premier Mossadegh and his aide, the tanatical
religious leader, Avatollah Kashani, Dr. Mossadegh
avowed he had no ambiton w become first president
of any future Iranian republic and told Miss Higgins
that the establishment of a republic was not in the
COUNTry’'s INErest.

Miss Higgins continued: "The King has set a con-
crete example to the rich landlords of this country by
beginning the distribution to individual peasants of a
big portion of the royal estates. American Poine Four
aid is helping with the royal land reform program by
training Iranians of the peasant class to be village super-
visors who can help the brand new landowners with
techniques of farming and methods.”

& = E

Svria's new airport ar Latakia will be constructed
by a Yugoslav Government concern, the Arab News
Agency reported recently.

%ﬂr é’ﬂdf Sﬂciefg

Building mutsal wnderstanding between the peoples of
the Near East and America
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EXPLORATION IN ATHENS: 1952

"The Athenian Agors: Seed-Bed of Wettern
Thaught" by Dr, Thompsion appeared i the
BULLETIN feit ome year apo, December 1951,
The asthor i Projesior of Classical Archaeol-
ogy at the Institwte for Advanced Siwdy in
Princeron, awd bhar been Field Director of
the Agors excavations under the awspicesr of
the American School of Clasical Stwdies
Arbens simce 1945, He joined the excavations
staff in 1931, EDITOR.

In the months of February o July,

1952, the American School of Classical
Studies carried out irs seventeenth cam-
paign of excavation in the Agora or
marker place of ancieat Athens. The end
of the underaking is now in sight; an-
other season of large-scale work should
complete the excavation proper. Bur
there has been no falling off in the in-
terest of the resules, those of this year
comparing favorably with those of any
Previous season.

The half dozen wveteran members of
the staff were this year assisted by the
same number of other scholars supporeed
by Fulbright grants, three of the pre-
docroral and three of the senior research
caregory. Their assistance has speeded
the work both of excavaring and of study,
Ar the same time direct participation in
bringing to ligh: and in handling new
material should sumulate and freshen
these scholars as they rewrn to rake up
or to resume the reaching of the classics.
This working arrangement also forwards
the basic aim of the Fulbright progeam
masmuch as the participants in the ex-
cavation find themselves in close, easy
and natural contacr with Greeks of many
starions in life: laborers, technicians,
secreraries, scholars, government officials;
it would be hard w imagine a maore
wholesome way of promoting interna-
tional understanding,

In the field work of the past season
rew ground was broken ar the south-
east corner of the square; elsewhere with-
in the square much cleaning up was
done in areas which had been hastily laid
open between the Wars,

The most significane resule of the cam-
paign was the elucidation of the develap-
mene of the public square. Though this
may teem @ dull marer when illuserared
only with 2 ground plan, it must be waken
intg account by all who concern them-
selves with the history of Athens and it
will appeal to those who are prepared
to take pleasure or profic from the ex-
perience of a small bur vigorous com-

munity in providing adequare facilicies
for the better funcrioning of an expand-
ing community life.

The season’s work broughe to light a
row of three substantial public buildings
of the sixth and fifth centuries B.C. our-
side and to the south of the extreme
southeast comner of the square as it was
organized in the later Greek period. The
middle building was a public fountain
house; its neighbor to the west appears
to have housed shops; the original pur-
pose of the third building has still w be
fixed. These strucrures, wgether with an-
other large founmin previously found ar
the southwest corner of the square, con-
stituted the southern side of the early
public place which now emerges as a
plaza of irregular shape some seven acres
in area bounded on the west by the ad-
ministrative buildings of the city seare,

Armserican School of Class, Stwd, & Athens
An Athenian law against dictatorship,

336 B.C,

By HOMER A. THOMPSON

on the north by the Swa Poikile or
Painted Colonnade (juse ourside the
present zone of excavation) and on the
east by a scraggling fringe of small shops
and private houses. This had been the
civic centre of Athens in her grear days,
serving  pracrically all departments  of
public life: marketing, assemblies for
pelitical or judicial purposes, the presen-
tation of plays and religious pageants, in-
formal social intercourse.

In time special provision was made
fur one after another of these public ac-
tiviries. The political assemblies or “town
meerings” found a quierer meering place
on the slopes of the Pnyx Hill, a ten
walk w0 the southwest. More
parmanent and comforrable provision for
dramaric performances was made by the
construction of the Thearre of Dionysos
on the sunny, sheltered south slope of the
Acropolis. Several buildings were erecred
cround the square o house the frequent
meetings of the law coures with their
lirge bodies of jurymen. A square cloister-
like marker building was begun, bur
never finished, ar the northeast corner
of the square.

ALnLe

DRAMATIC DEVELOPMENT

The most dramacic development came
in the second century B.C. in consequence
of a remarkable increase i Achenian
prosperity as a resule of more peaceful
conditions, and through the magnificent
generosity of eastern princes in recogniz-
ing their cultural debr to the old ciey.
The schems of the civic centre was now
radically altered by the division of the
old square into rwo through the erection
of the Middle Stoa, an enormous hall
baving a roof supporred by columns on all
four sides. The large public plaza two the
rorch was reserved for the more seemly
departments of public life, answering o
Aristotle’s “Free Agora” o which Tarri-
sans, farmers and such like were to be
edmitted only if summoned by the magis-
rrates,” while the lesser area to the south,
well removed from the public buildings
ard temples bue convemently siruated
near the middle of the residential dis-
tricr, will have been Anstode’s "Com-
mercial Agora” where actual buying and
selling ook place. In the middle of the
second century the larger square was
civen more monumental appearance by
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American School of Classical Stndier at Arbens
Marble portrait of a girl, ca. 30 A, D.
the erection, on its east side, of the Stwa
of Atalos, a grear building combining
both shops and roofed promenade in two
storeys, and a few years later the west
side was adorned by the Metroon in
which were housed rthe stare archives,
Both these buildings presented marble
facades o the square. The Commercial
Agora was also developed within the same
century by the construction of colonnades,
first across its east end and then along
its south side; these were modest siruce
tures of limeswone in keeping with their
more utilitarian funcuon. Thus the main
lines of the square were fixed for the
rest of anriquity and Arhens henceforth
had a civic centre to march her Acropolis.

New light was also shed by this sea-
son’s work on the water system of the
Agora. The fountain houses at the south-
west and southeast corners of the square
were fed by a capacious aqueduct which
broughe water from some as yet unknown
source toward the east. From flowing
spours in the fountin houses the cinzens
drew their drinking water in jars as
illustrated in so many contemporary vase-
paintings and as still o be seen in Greek
villages, The overflow from the founmin
houses was carried down through the
square in two stone channels, which were
puncruated ar inrervals by dip basins
from which warer could be bailed for
various purposes such as the watering of
the trees of which traces have been found
at many points in the excavations. Plato
prescribed thar the overflow of the foun-
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tains should be used for watering che
groves of the gods, and precisely this ar-
rangement has been revealed by the ex-
cavation of the Sancroary of the Twelve
Gods near the norchwest corner of the
square,

In 1952 a number of early graves and
tombs were found beneath the square of
classical rimes: six of them dating from
the Late Bronze or Mycenacan period,
one from the Early Iron Age. These be-
long to the extensive early cemerery, al-
ready known from the discoveries of
previous seasons, which had preceded the
Agora in Athens just as an early grave-
yard had once occupied the site of the
Forum in Rome,

ANCIENT WELLS YIELD EVIDENCE

Another fruitful source of evidence for
the history of the Agora has been the
ancient wells which commonly yield
grear quantities of  houschold  objecrs,
in some cases accumulared over long
periods of rime, in other cases dumped
in the course of cleaning up after ca-
tastrophes such as the Persian sack of 480
B.C. In the past season sixeeen such wells
were cleared with a range in date from
the thireenth cenmry B.C w the chir-
teenth century of our era. From two of
them came particularly important groups
of fine powery of the seventh century
B.C

Ower six thousand marble inscriprions
have thus far been found in the Agora,
Owstanding among the new pieces of
1952 is a law against dicratorship dar-
ing from 336 B.C. The document is in-
scribed on a marble slab ar a heighe con-
venient for reading, and rhe rexr is il-
lustrated by a relief carved above the
lettered surface, The language is stark:
"If anyone rises pgainst the democratic
form of government in Athens or joins
in establishing a dicratorship, any man
who kills such a person shall be counted
free of guile. If, however, the democracy
should be overthrown and a diceatorship
established, the Council of the Areopagus
shall hold no meering and take no action
on pain of loss of civil rights and con-
fiscarion of property.” This second clause
was intended, no doubr, to prevent any-
one who had achieved dictatorial power
de facro from acquiring a legal sancoon
for his position. The law was passed a
few months after the Bawde of Chair-
oneia where Phiip of Macedon had
crushed the combined forces of Thebes

and Athens, and a few weeks before the
accession of Alexander the Grear. Irs ob-
jece was clearly o forestall any atempt
w set up a local dicrarorship favorable
the extension of Macedonian power. Like
the contemporary speeches of Demos-
thenes, it illumines the sombre armios.
phere in Athens ar one of the wrning
points in the worlds history. And the
message of the rexe is graphically em-
phasized by the liede picrure above, in
which Democracy, personified as a wo-
man, plices a wreath on the head of the
People of Athens here represented as an
old and careworn sovereign from whose
hand the scepere has already slipped.

Military and political power had in-
deed been lost 1o Athens, bur her inrel-
lecrual primacy remained unchallenged.
In the year after che law against tyranny
there was born in Cyprus one Zeno who
came o Athens as a merchane ar the age
of rwenty-two. There he fell under the
spell of the local philosophers and even-
wally began himself to teach, meering
his disciples in the Stoa Poikile or Painted
Colonnade which closed the north side
of the Agora and gave its name, the Stoic,
to the system of thought which was de-
veloped in its shude. The core of Zeno's
teaching was thar the only real good is
virtue and the only real evil moral weak-
ness, a dogma which brought comfort
the Greeks in the troublous times thar
followed on the death of Alexander and
which exercised grear influence on Roman
statesmen of both the Republic and the
Empire, That Zeno's fame persisted in the
city of his adopuion is shown by the ap-
pearance of his bust on a medallion from
the floor of a plate of early Roman rimes
found last season in the Agora. This vivid
miniature makes no arempe o conceal
the philosopher’s notoriously shabby ap-
pearance and sour disposition bur it helps
us to envisage the intensity of the maoral
carnestness which sent the message of
the Stoa ringing through the ages.

Cloge in time, though far removed in
mood, is another piece of sculprure found
in 1952: the portrair head of a girl cary-
ed, life size, and with exquisive crispness
from a lovely piece of Pentelic marble.
The head may be dated from its coiffure
late in the Julio-Clandian period {ca
30 AD.). The work is suffused with
much of that ideal beaury which was
another of the chief legacies of classical
Greece o us



History And Summary Of United Nations' Aid To Arab Refugees

Bv ROBERT W. THABIT

The aurbor f1 American born of Lebaneio
descent: He-ir a member of the Bar of the
Srate of New York and wéll wwon recefve bix
LEM sn Intermational Law from New York
University Law Center. He made this swrves
wipecially for the BULLETIN OF THE MNEAR
EAsT SOCIETY, EDITOR

The Arab refugee problem was the
direct resule of the Palestinian war of
1948. The United Nationz Geaeral As-
sembly, realizing the dangers inherent in
such a dislocarion, and believing thar rthe
political  problems involved would be
quickly resolved, created in November
1948, the United Mations Relief for Pal-
estine Refugees (UNRPR). lis major
function was coordinating the distribu-
tion of relief, By the summer of 1949,
with no Arab-lsraeli reconciliation in
view, the United MNations Economic Sur-
vey Mission was sent to the Near East
with a view o developing a new, perhaps
more  subsrantial, Jong-range program
which would solve the problem. As a re-
sule of its recommendacions the Gen-
eral Assembly, in December 1949, cre-
ated the United MNanons Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near Bast (UNREWA ).

RELIEF AND WORKS
The core of UNRWA's program, as

developed from the Economic Mission's
Report, was the gradual reduction of re-
lief as work projecrs were pur into op-
eration. The goals set by the Economic
Mission were never achieved by UNR-
WA. There was a delay in its creasion;
field operations were not begun unril
May 1, 1950. The refugees and the Azab
states were hard o interest in the projects.
Sufficient financial contributions were
lacking; UNRWA's Director, Mr. John
B. Blandford, in his report to the Sixth
General Assembly said, "Foremost among
these [many difficaleies] was the con-
stant uncerainty as to the availability of
funds”. Wevertheless, some public roads,
afforestation, irrigation, and numerous
small crafts  prolects
The projects were not of long duration,
so that removals from the relief rolls
were only temporary in nature. By the
end of 1950, since the costs of project-
aid were five times that of relief and
since the reduction in relief rolls was only
temporary, it was soon realized thac the
Economic Mission's goal of removing
100,000 workers and their families from

were  instituted.

relief rolls in one year could not be
achieved and char a program of relief
and works of the type would not lead
o a permanent solution of the refugees
plight. The General Assembly, also recog-
nizing this, reoriented the Agency's goal
rowards reintegration, but the concepr of
eelief was wo continue,

RELIEF AND REINTEGRATION
The new policy of reintegration was

coupled wirh a declaration, in the Resolu-
tion of the General Assembly, that the
refugee would noe prejudice his rights
o e pateiation or 1o compensation by ac-
cepring the benefits of reintegration. This
factor had been, and remains so roday,
the main deterrene to both refugee and
Arab states cooperation, excepring Jordan,
Among UNRWA's goals were: the build.
ing of durable refugee housing in areas
which would permir the refugees w be-
come self-supporting; increasing culriv-
able land for use of the refugees through
irrigation and by tapping underground
warers; institution of a loan service for
refugees o enable the more enterprising
an opportunity to become self-supporting;
and a placement service o move the
more skilled workers o areas which
need them. There was an estimared bud-
get for 1951-52 of $20 million for re-
lief and a $30 million reintegration fund,

RELIEF and the "NEW FROGRAMME"
In Movember of 1951, the Director

and the Advizory Commission of UN-
RWA made a special repore to the Gen-
eral Assembly in which a three-year-plan,
called the "new programme” (figures in
millions ) was outlined:

1951 1952 1933
1952 1953 1954 Tocal
Relief
r:xpunditur::s $27* 518 5 5 3 50
Reintegration
commirments 350 S§100 §50 3200
Toral 877 8118 8§55 8250

A gradual reduction in relief expendi-
tures was indicated, see above, as reinte-
Eration projects come into operation and
have a direcr effec on the reduction of
relief rolls. ( ®* However, due o an in-
crease in costs of relief, the first years
relief allorment was roised w 527 mil-
fiom, }

The Agency hoped thar the Arab
stares would take over actual field opera-

tions and they would only render finan-
cial and rtechnical assistance to the Arab
states. The main objectives were to help
the refugee obmin housing, either rural
or suburban, and employment { large vo-
cational training programs were envis-
aged in order to remove the refugee from
the ranion rfolls and make of him an
economic asset for the benefic of the
Near Eastern countries). These recom-
mendarions  were adopted in  January
19352, by the General Assembly as the
Agency's "new programme” and were
also endorsed by the countries of the
Arab League bur very strongly opposed
by the refugees. During the first year of
the new program, approximately $27 mil-
lion were expended, as planned, for re-
lief bur only 314 millions were expended
for reintegration from the authorized $50
million. A direct resule has been the
failwre to reduce relief rolls.

The Ad Hoc Political Committee of
the General Assembly recendy adopred a
resolution, approved by the General As-
sembly, which authorizes expenditures
by the Agency for relief purposes $23
million for the fiscal year 1932-33 and
5§18 million for the hscal year 1953-54.
This is in contrast to the original reliet
APPropriations of 518 and 55 millions,
see rable above, for the same years. The
reintegration budget was nor changed in
any way. In that commirtee, Mr. Bland-
ford stated that this budger would only

Refugee girls make clothing from flour
sacks at a camp in Lebanon.
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cover the most urgent relief needs and
moreover, be ufficient only if food prices,
amang wxmerons other factors, rewain
stationary. He has rejecred the notion of
depending on continued relief and as-
sured the committee that “rwo hundred
million dollars of economic investment
in sound projects with large employment
during construction, and with large sec-
ondary benefirs,” still stands as the answer
to the furility of relief.
THE PROBLEM
The problem is one of tremendous ad-

ministrative difficulties, There are now
over 860,000 refugees in an area of 100,
000 square miles and, ar present, under
the jurisdiction of ar least 5 different
sovereignties, Their living conditions are
terribly poor and worsen materially every
day. Their shelters are ever dereriorating
and their clothing is sull spoken of as
being in "rags and mwers"—a descrip-
tion first used in the UNERWA report of
Ocrober 1950, The Agency is primarily
dependent, because of financial limira-
tions, on voluntary clothing contriburions
and, while the refugees are appreciative,
this source bay proved severely inade-
guate, The Agency will pay for shipping
contributions overseas.

As of July 1, 1952, the distribution of
refugees in the host countries was as
follows:

Jordan 470,000
Gaza 204,000
Lebanon 104,000
Syria 84,000

{Israel 19000 for which UNRWA's
responsibility ended on 7-1-52.)
Torl 862,000 on T7-1-52
Their exodus from Palestine, because of
fear, was so hasty that most lefe all mov-
able and intangibles behind them. Even
many of those who carried their cash
monies with them have now become
paupers; the glut they have become on
lecal labor markets, and the loss of cul-
tivable lands ro those living near srael's
borders are also other facrors which have
resulted in che creation of “economic
refugees”. All this, coupled with the face
that the specific areas of serdement are
those thar have the least economic op-
portunities for their absorprion indicate
the magnitude of the problem.

UNRWA'S AID
Ax far as health is concerned UNRW A,

with the cooperation of the Warld Health
Organization (WHO), and rthe Unired
Mations International Children’s Emerg-
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ency Fund (UNICEF), has been able
mainmin nucricional  Jevels of  abour
1,595 calories in the winter and 1,521
calories during the summer. UNICEF
has made a conrinually-grear contribution
to the maintenance of this nutritional
level by its daily milk rations w 450,
000 refugee infanes, children, and preg-
nant and nursing mothers, However, the
Food and Agricultural  Organization
{ FAQ), considers the body's minimum
needs to be 2,200 calories and indicares
that UNRWA's ravion is ar least 600
calories below the recognized minimum.
Flour, which is B0% of their ration, has
often been complained of o UNRWA.
Their diet is void of mear and fresh vege-
rables, the vitamins of which are essennal
to the body, This calerific inadequacy of
dier is further reduced by rthe practice of
selling part of their ration for fresh vege-
tables and other necessities, such as cloth-
ing, etc. This Jow level of nutrition makes
the refugee predisposed o disease. Nor
do the very inadequate and crowded liv-
ing conditions help (eg: 30% w 0%
of the tents are reportedly in need of re-
newal before winter) The number of
tubercular cases has increased. le was
stated by several Arab delegates in the
ad hoc political commirtee thar sevenry-
five UNRWA doctors are each respons-
ible for over 11,000 refugees, and secing
200 refugees a day will indicate the
assuredly superficial treatment received.
Contributions of voluntary agencies, such
as missionary groups, in providing hos-
pitals and hospital beds have been of
grear assistance in supplementing UNR-
WA hospital facilities.

Perhaps the most pressing problem is
psychological in nature. Mr. Blandford, in
his latest report, spoke of the "psycho-
logically. debilitating effece of giving re-
lief over long periods of time, with the
consequent development of a professional
refugee menrality”, as one of the reasons
for taking more aggressive action
terminate  relief  operations. This s
doubted by Dr. lezar Tannous, the dis-
tinguished representative of the Arab
refugees, who believes that "The refugee
was never complerely idle since he could
not have survived on the $2.50 ration
alone.”

In UNRWA's latest reporr, reference
is made to a refugee welfare program o
minister 1o the individual's needs. There
are ars, and crafis, and sewing centers

for the girls. There is a placement branch
which places qualified refugees and an-
alyzes refugee-skills w0 as to give advice
to the large vocarional training programs
now in action. It is hoped thae in this
nanner the refugee will mainmin old
skills or develop new skills,

Registration of deaths, and the arti-
fices developed by the refugees in order
to manipulare relief rolls, is an admin-
istrarive problem. Nevertheless, the reduc-
tion of relief rolls goes on in an effort
o reduce the toral international burden.

With regard to education, UNRWA's
main interest has been primary educa-
tion, that is, to the fifth prade, in
UNRW A-UNESCO schools. The number
of schools rose from 848 in 1951 w 955
in 1952, The syllabus used is virrually the
same as is used in government schools in
the respective country. A new element of
instruction being introduced is pre-voca-
tional training. The number of smdents
in these schools is abour 51,000, while
47,000 additional refugee children re-
ceive primary education in government
and private schools. The latter receive
some UNRWA-UNESCO financial aid.
In this manner no more than two-thirds
of the refugee children of school age are
accommadared, which is inadequate. Costs
per child have been kept to a lirdle over
$11 per annum on & budget of over
$400.,000 or L5 of 19 of the Agency's av-
erage annual budger. Natrally suchcosts
do not give the refugees anything ap-
proaching ideal schools, equipment, or
staff,

In addition o primary schools there
are a few secondary schools in Gaza, Some
grants-in-aid have been given to refugee
students at various Near Eastern univer-
sities, Large scale vocational rraining pro-
grams for over 5,000 refugee students
under a $5 million program are now in
operation in three host countries. There
is also a fundamental adule educational
program in operation.

CONCLUSIONS

Dr. Tannous, at the close of his state-
ment before the Ad Hoc Polincal Com-
mirtee made the following remarks:
“There are many éreegnlarities in the ad-
miniscration of the UNRWA which must
be elintinated” . . . "A special additional
budger must be assigned ro the medical
and educational services of UNRWA”

{ Comtinged on page 10}



A Vew Jradition in an Ancient Land

By MILDRED J. MILLER
The awthor it the wile of Alvab L MHer,
former Geweral Secretary of the Jeruialém

YMCA, and now bead of the Near Eant
Socret; EDITOR.
A rough freld-stone wall surrounds

wome ten acres of rolling land located
abour three-quarters of a mile below
Bethiehem, as the Judean hills srrecch
towards the Dead Sea to the East. Those
acres are well namsd “Tel Boaz” for it
was somewhere in that area thar Ruth,
the Moabitess, gleaned in the fields of
Boaz. It was Ruth and Boaz who became
the ancestors of Jesse and of his son,
David, who became king of Judah. This
plot of ground was purchased after the
tirst world war by the Jerusalem Y. M
C. A, so thar Tel Boaz as a particular site
has existed for only thirty years. Yer al-
ready it has achieved the significance of
becoming a tradition in an ancient land
thar abounds in traditions.

It was on such a swerch of rolling
ground rhar shepherds would have been
grazing their flocks in the long ago be-
low the litcle town of Bethlehem, when
the angels sang their heavenly music.
It was into the war-tomn privilege-ridden
world of thar day that they broughe their
message of peace on carth and bespoke
the ideal of good will among men for
which the world is still seeking and
seems o far from realizing, As men were
clearing the few acres of Tel Boaz of
rock in order to build the stone wall and
make possible the planting of pine seed-
lings and other trees and shrubs, a cave
was discovered. Ir was full of the debris
of centuries but perserverence in clearing
it disclosed two large rooms. Niches a-
round the walls were filled with potshards
and ruined remains of the occupants of
that simple sheler, including a -small
sarcophagus, These scant fragments of
life from another age, which scholars can
use o interprer history, were gathered
wgether and sent up e the American
School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem.
They reported the shards o dare the
cave as occupied sbour two thousand
years ago!

Imaginarion quickly pieced these facts
together and Tel Boaz became the “Field
of the Shepherds” 1o all Christians not
members of the ancienr churches. (The
ancient churches had long ago laid claim
to other “Fields™.) A simple rite was

w

“Shepherd’'s meal” at Tel Boaz, Christmas Eve 1951

instituted which has grown in impressive-
ness through the years. It s held on
Christmas Eve and brings Christians from
all parts of the world rogether (and soon
drew visitors and rourists) w0 make the
pilgrimage o Tel Boaz and ro atwend the
service. At the mouth of the cave a ra-
boun oven was made by building an oven.
shaped recepracle of sione. A fire is
buile within the enclosure and when re-
duced to a bed of coals a pan of lamb
mear which has been cur up and seasoned
is placed in the oven and the opening
is sealed. There the mear remains for
several hours. Towards late afternoon as
crowds gather, flat loaves of bread from
Bethlehemn are cut in pie-shaped pieces.
The bread is then broken open and the
cooked mear is placed within, making a
pie-shaped sandwich., All partake of this
simple “shepherd's meal”. As the sun
sets over the Judean hills th: crowd
moves 10 an open space around a fire and
continues their service. The same be-
ginning to the service is always used. As
the lighrs are arned on, one by one in
Bethlehem, siruated in plain sight upon
the hill-top, all join in singing the im-
moral carol of Phillips Brooks:

"0 lirele Town of Bethlehem!

How stll we see thee lieg;

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by,

Yer in thy dark sereets shineth

the everlasting Lighr,

Th= hopes and fears of all the years

Are mer in thee tonight.”

In the contnuing service those gath-
ered hear again the old, old swory of the
chepherds keeping watch over their flocks
and of the birth of the Christ-child in
Bechlehem.

Then followed a series of changes at
Tel Boaz. When the early war years
broughe as many as from 200-400 men
in uniform who wished o join in the
service on Christmas Eve, the shepherd's
meal had o be omited, Again in the
larer war years when Palestine was a
leave center for men of the Allied armies,
to have one’s leave ar Christmas time and
to have it in Jerusalem, was especially
Men came from all the Medi-
terrancan  bases, from East and West
Africa, from Italy, and Iraq and [ran;
there were Christians from India, Africa,
all the countries of Europe, the U. 5. and

welcome

(Continged on page 10)
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Amana the manv historic edifices in
which the Middle East abounds t‘here
are three structures which survive as
monuments o the faith es*abliched by
Christ so many centuries age in that
part of the world. The vears have en-
dewed *hem with traditionrn and acocry-
phal lere, and still intact through the
transiticns of weather and war and
peace, they stand t» remind wus at fhis
Christmas season of the durability of
man's belief.

The Monasterv aof 5St. Catherine al
Mount Sinai in Eaypt (see cover picture
October 1952 BULLETIN) is distinguish-
ed by the iuxtaposition 2f a cathedrai
and a mosque (see photograph below).
The cathedral dates from the years 561
to 585 when Justinian founded ‘he
building in commemoration of his wile,
Theodora, and the meosaue is a Fatimid
foundation built in 1106, Af the right,
worshippers find inspiration in the sun-
lit interior of the Church of the MNativity,
Bathlehem.

Turkiih  Tolormati s

The proud lines of Haghia Sophia [(Divine Wisdom) dominate a site where the
Sea of Marmara and the Bosphorous jein in Istanbul, A museum since 1935, “he
church dates from 347 when the original buwilding, started by Constantine, was com-
pleted. Justinian built the present structure in 537, The famed moraics of Hashia
Sophia, plastered over by the Turks after they took Constantinople in 1453, have come
to light again, through the efforts of the late Thomas Whittemore and the cooperation
cf the Turkish Government,




H. H., Kreider
Frofessar Lynn A. Scipio, Dean of Rokert College Schacl of Engineering, 1912-42,

Former Engineering Dean Visits Robert College

By HERBERT H. LANE

One of the most inspiring and satisfy-
ing moments in the life of a teacher is
when he comes back w see the successful
fruits of his years of labor. Thar oppor-
tunity was afforded Dr. Lynn Adolphus
Scipio this fall when he was invited to
Istanbul ro join in celebrating the fortieth
anniversary of Robert College School of
Engineering, of which he had been dean
for three decades (1912-42),

Arriving in [stanbul on Sepiember 16
with his daughter, Mrs  Elizabeth 8
Fisher, Dr. Scipio was widely received
by groups which included engineering
alumni in both Ankara and Istanbul, all
of whom are now extremely busy men,
Dr. Scipio was pleased to note, engaged
either in government enterprises or in
private business. Engineers have always
been in demand in Turkey; but roday,
with hundreds of government projects
underway, Robert College Engineers have
been particularly in demand both be-
cause of their skill in their profession

and their abilicy o use two languages
with ease,

As Dean of Robert College School of
Engineering, Dr. Scipio had carried the
cchool through some of the most try-
ing moments of the twentieth century,
Only two years after it had opened, the
First World War broke our and many
of the students were called up for mili-
tary service, Yer the school managed o
survive, and in a period of seven years
L:. Scipio was able to announce chat the
enrollment had been increased to over a
hundred, On leave of absence in the
United States during the year 1920.21,
Dr. Scipio served as director of the Am-
erican Heating and Venrilating Engin-
eering Research Lsboratory of the U, S
Bureau of Mines. Rewrning to Istanbul
after one year, he settled down w guide
the fledgling engineering school through
a world-wide depression and through the
first few years of World War [L These
EXPENIENCES Were ".'r:'x?‘uﬂl'l o Iry any man’s
soul, bur on looking back, Dr. Scipio

WHAT 15 IT?

The story back of the phorograph on
page 12 chalks up another service in the
Near East Foundation's long and nomble
record of helping people to help them-
selves, In the picture, Theodore H. MNoe,
director of the Foundation's program in
Iran, is shown shaking hands with an
Iranian villager who has just received a
document according him possession  of
300 rtrees, at a party o celebrate the
event

The tree planting was a joint venture
of the Foundation and the Point Four
program and took place ar Mzmazan, a
village near Tehran, some month ago.
The average village in Tran is virtually
without rtrees, as is the surrounding
country. Since there 15 no wood, the vil-
lagers have long used fertilizer pressed
int flar cakes, then dried, for heating
purposes. This has meant a dearth of
fertilizer for crops which are not as pro-
ducrive as they should be, For some time
Foundation staff members have tried 1w
find a solution w the fuel and fercilizer
problem.  Point Four officials suggested
that the Foundavion workers have the
villagers plant ailanthus trees, often called
"Tree of heaven”. The tree requires only
one good irrigation a year and matures
in five years,

A plan was worked our with the land-
lords of Mamazan wherchy they donared
several hecrares of land. The villagers
were agked w furmish the labor. Each
peasant in the projece planted 500 trees;
these trees belong o him. In return he
has agreed 1o use animal refuse on his
Crops.
could take sansfaction in the work be-
ing done by the graduares,

In 1943 Dr, Scipio retired and went
w0 Washingron, D. €, as head engineer
of the War Production Board ( 1943-44)
and larer as Industrial  Rehabilitation
Specialist of UNRRA (1945-47 ). These
were rewards that awaired any successful
specialist. Bur Dr, Scipio’s real sacisfac-
tion lay in what he had accomplished in
the chirty years he had been in Turkey.
In addition o the burdens be carried as
Dean of the School of Engineering, he
wrote and published the first Englesh-
Turkish Technical Dictionary {1939,

(Mr. Lane &1 on the faculiy of Robert Col-
lege. For other news of Dean Scipio and the
Enginegring School, ree "Forty Years of Serp

fia th: BULLETIN for last Sepiember.)

EDITOR,
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retreat after the defeat of Cyrus’ western army in Persia,

L. .'i..'l-!mm"
Picture shows the mountain read recently constructed by ‘he Turkish Read Dewnart-
ment along the Great Zab river in the extreme southeast of Asia Miner, some dis-
tance absve the point where Xenophen crossed with his “fen ihousand” Greeks an

This road renlaces ‘he

narrow trail for pack animals cut alena the face of the nalisades at dizzy heights
above the river and which from time immemerial had furnished the main line of

access to the center of the Jilo mountain area, the Hakkari of todaw.

Mihail Aroa-

cioglu, Robert College Engineering graduate '35, suserintended ‘he comnletion of
the road which entailed cutting dewn eleven palizade oroiections te river level,

A NEW TRADITION IN
Al ANCIENT LAND
{(Continned rom page 7)

Canada. In 1945 so0 many of the Armed
Forces wished o go to the service a
Tel Boaz chae all civilians were excluded
and the Chaplains of the Allied Forces
took charge, It was estimated that close
to eighe thousand men wene o Bethlehem
and trucks lined the paved road on the
hill-top for a mile. The weather had besn
rainy and the ground softened, too soft
for heavy trucks to leave the pavements,
sa the last mile w Tel Boaz was made
on foor. Loud speakers carried the voices
of the chaplains ro the crowd of men and
the singing of the familiar carols by the
men filled the air. In closing when the
chaplain said, ‘Ler us pray’, it was a great
majority of rthe men who, despite the
damp ground, dropped o their koees to
honor the Child-King born in a manger
in Bethlehem, so long ago. Many leters
from far corners of the earth brought
back messages from these men who felt
that o be in Tel Boaz on Christmas Eve
was 4 very special privilege.

The World War ended. Allied troops
departed and war came o Palestine. The
road from Jerusalem o Bethlehem could
no longer be travelled. Ie remains o to-
day. Barbed wire and armed parrols cut
the road. People on the lsraeli side of
Jerusalem were unable w go o Bethle-

[10]

hem. And across on the Arab side it
was necessary  make new roads o con-
nect Arab  Jerusalem and  Bethiehem,
Old pachs and liccle used roads became
the basis of the new. It dipped down
into three valleys and climbed the hills
again, It was three rimes longer than the
old road connecting the towns. Bur the
new road, in it completed stare, well
pwved and now much used, passes the
acres of Tel Boaz. No longer, as formerly,
15 it shut away from motor rraffic be-
cause of the weather and the mud, Again
in 1950 Christmas services were resumesd,
Arab Christian residents of the area, mis-
sionaries from churches of many denomi-
nations, visitors and tourists. made up
the group. Again the simple shepherd’s
meal was served ar the mourh of the
2000 year old cave. The pine seedlings
which were ser out in the fields by de-
voted members of the staff of the Y. M.
C. A, now form a lovely grove which
shelters the worshippers from the winter
winds. Vines and fruir trees grow abour
the place making it productive of the
fruit of the land. Bur today in and
around Bethlehem human needs are fore-
most. Camps of Arab refugees, who are
experiencing direst poverty, stand round
chour Tel Boaz. The need of the boys
of the land is very grear. If there were
bur a few simple buildings and rents
zvailable thar mighe be pirched in the

pine grove, there would develop a Tel
Boaz Boys' Camp. There looking towards
Bethlehem on one side and wwards Jer-
usalem on the orther the new youth of
that ancient land could learn of the march-
less character Who once walked those
roads and climbed those hills. Learning
of His kindness, His consideration for
other people, His ideal of justice and
honorable dealings berween men, they
might grow up inspired o eradicare che
hatred and ill-will the later years' ex-
periences and the suffering of their
prople has engendered. For anly as men
draw near o worship the Christ, born
i babe in Bethlehem, can they hear again
the heavenly music in their hearts and
dare hope for peace on earth,

U.N, AID TO ARAB REFUGEES
(Continned from page G}

He also stressed the inclusion of
"economic refugees” with those now cared
for by UNRWA, and stated thar the
above are very serious matters and should
be earnestly considered by the Director.

(Nee wext page )

MECA MOVES OFFICES

The offices of the Near East So-
ciety and rhe Near East College As-
sociation were moved December 1
from 46 Cedar Swreer in New York
w Reom 321, 40 Worth Streer, New
York 13, New York

Near fast Socicty
Bullotin

A society  building mumal  anderstanding
berween the peoples of the Near East and
America, sponsored by the MNear Faur College
Association and the Near East Foundation.

Val. 5, Mo. 10 December, 1932

ROBERT 5. HARDY, American Dirsctor
Mear East College Assn. Inc.
A0 Worch Srreet, New York 13, N. Y0

E. C. MILLER, Exerative Secretary
MNear East Foundation, Inc.
54 E Gdch 51, New York 21, N. Y.

ALVAH L MILLER, Gemeral Secrotary
MNear East Society
40 Worth Srreer, New York 13, N. Y.

The Bulletin of the Near East Socery 8
published monthly except for July and August
The Bulletin accepts no responsibility for the
opinions expressed by its auchors,

VIRGINIA BOTSFORD, Ediror
i) Warch Street, Room 521
New York 13, MY,



U.N. AID TO ARAB REFUGEES
(Continwed from page 10)
As for reintegration, Dr. Tannous char-
acterized this before the commitee as
being a form of "permanent exile”, He
said, "Rightly or wrongly, the refugees
believe that this scheme of reintegration
in all countries but theéir own is a plan
carefully worked our by those sponsoring
it to resettle within three years all the
refugees outside their homes  forever.”
He has also said that the only acceptable
basis of seutling the problem policically
seems to lie in the implementation of the
U.N. General Assembly resolution which
grants the right of repatriation to those
=0 desiring ir, as well as compensation.
Despite this extreme position of both
refugees and Arab stares, the “new pro-
gramme” has actually begun o operate.
A large scale projece, which will enable
100,000 refugees o become self-support-
ing in Jordan, is now under construction.
Large projects (first mentioned in UUN-
RWA’'s latest report), should be given
priority, for only on such a scale can
reintegration accomplish the necessary
results. A spirit of cooperation on the
part of refugees and states concerned s
essential for the success of the program.

UNREWA's expressed desire to turn
over operations o the local governments
as soon as possible could stifle reintegra-
tion. It might be wiser 1o delay such a
move unless effective financial and ad-
ministrative controls are to be retained
by UNRWA o ensure success of the
program,

Of all the Arab states involved, Jordan
seems to be the one mose interested in
actually assisting the refugees. However,
the other Arab swares are generally co-
operative and it is hoped thar greater
co-operation will develop in the future
Israel, as of July lst, 1952, is now taking
complete care of all "Arab refugees” in
that country. Iraq had done so earlier for
the 5,000 refugees in thar country, Libya
is o be commended for requesting some
1,200 families for sertlement from among
the Arab refugees,

The current fiscal vear will be decisive,
for the Agency has its biggest opportun-
ity, "financially o commit and 0 expend
during the current fiscal year [ending
June 30, 1953] $100 million,” for real
accomplishments, 1f all the parties in-
volved do their wemost w pull wgether,
a real effect may be felt in the refugee

camps by next year. If nor, the General
Assembly may have to re-extend, revital-
ize, and in general expand the financial
structure of the Agency, for it seems that
reintegration becomes more difficult and
maore costly each year i is delayed. It is
also ro be noted with concern thar com-
mitments of many of the contributing
states are made wirth conditions arrached,
This could cripple operations. The Ag-
ency should be the one o decide whar
a particular contribution is o be used for.
Similarly, failure of nation states to pay
their commitments to the Agency should
be severely condemmed by the General
Assembly for the problems before the
Agency are 00 numerous withour un-
necessary  complications resulting  from
the lack of, or the uncerrainey of avail-
able funds.

On the whole, the Agency has a very
difficule task o perform in the face of
s0 many natural and political obstacles
and it must be noted that no real or ul-
nmare solution of the political problem
is within the Agency’s power since thar
was expressly excluded from s juris-
diction by the General Assembly. How-
ever, o achieve success of the UNRWA
program, one can szy no more than Mr.
Blandford has said before the Ad Hoc
Political Committee:

“"Open acquiescence and full coopera-
tion of the governments of the area,

Sustained interest and generosity of
contributing governments,

Understanding of the program by the
refugees and their leadership.

Administrative effectiveness and flexi-
bility on the pare of the Agency.”

l Cltridfma;f-

From one of onr readers comes this letter
of reffection on the spirii of the season.
EDITOR.
What does Christmas mean o you?
The giving of presents, the reunion of
iriends and relanives, obundant  foed,
snow and sleigh bells; the traditional wree?
Probably with all of these usual Yulende
symbaols, come thoughts of good will w-
ward your fellow men.
Do you ser aside a few moments ac
this season to visualize in your mind the
first Chrisrmas more than ninereen hun-

dred years ago? Find yourself a quier spor,

perhaps your church, put aside worldly
thoughes, close your eyes and be carried
back 1o the dawn of the Christian era

You are traveling backward in time
by the spzediest merhod of transporea-
tion, your own thoughts. You arrive in
a small village in the Near East, in a
country later to be called Palestine. A
large bright star hangs low in the heavens,
and seems o be pointing o a particulas
place, Whar is it? Why has chis star
seen fir 1o shine on thir one spot, in a
shabby little village in a lonely country-
side? Your curiosity gers the bewer of
you, and you approach the building over
which the star hovers.

It is an inn, but the star seems direcred
to the stable nearby, where a young
mother lies with her new-born infant.
Whao are all the people kneeling around
the pair? What is the reason for the
adulation, and the sound of music and a
heavenly chorus? Then a3 the chorus
soars: "Glory o God in the highest and
on earth peace, good will toward men,”
you realize you are present at the birth
of the Prince of Peace,

A glowing feeling envelops you, and
you feel a5 if you too could burse into
song. You want to share your feeling
with the whole world. 1f only you could.
Think what this feeling of exaluarion
would mean to soldiers entrenched in rhe
barren hills of Korea, w the thousands
of homeless and stareless, wandering the
world as refugees, to the millions of
people who have an antipathy for each
other, yer do not know one another,

1 can't tell you where you should start
w spread this newly-zcquired feeling of
yours, 1 just don't know. Since perhaps
you cannot reach large groups of people,
maybe just a day-to-day application of
the Saviour’s characteristic of thoughtful-
ness and consideration for those around
Him mighe help: 1 don’c know. 1 wish
1 did.

AIRLIFT AFTERMATH

A fund for educational and charitable
work among Lebanese Moslems is §200,-
000 richer because the U, 8, Air Force re-
fused payment for the transportation to
Mecca it gave stranded pilgrims fase Aug-
usc. American Ambassador to the Lebanon
Harold B. Minor, in presenting the
amount, said: "1 do nor wish o direct
how this money is to be spent excepe o
request that it be allocared w Moslem
charitable, educarional and philanthropic
work where its return will be of valus
and of lasting natre.”

[11]
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